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THE

GAZA STRIP
From the Philistines to present in images 1



"We will drive out 
the Arabs and 

take their placeΦέϝ

*Ben Gurion's letter written in 1937 to his son.

Ben Gurion  1886 - 1973

Prime Minister of Israel
1948 - 1953 and 1955 - 1963
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It is very important to study the history of Palestine for understand what happened and is 

happening in Palestine (Ilan Pappe). https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ug45Mv1eaL0
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Palestine 

with the 

Gaza 

Strip

Gaza 

Strip
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No manôs 

land

No manôs land

No manôs 

land

Philadelphia

Corridor  

http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Gaza_strip
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Prior to 7 October 
2023, the no man's 

land and the 
Philadelphia corridor 

occupied 
approximately 30 

square kilometres, an 
area controlled and 
occupied by Israel 
and which was not 

usable by the 
Gazans.
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https://www.ochaopt.org/content/gaza-
strip-access-and-movement-july-2022

Gaza Strip 

build up area

and access

Source:  OCHA (UN) - 2019
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Notis the pufferzone and the Arafat International Airport of Rafah.

The Gaza Strip from 

the space in 2021 



Gaza City, 24 December  2007
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The                                   
Al-Hasayneh
mosque                
Gaza , 2018

Many mosques in 
the Gaza Strip have 
been rebuilt with 
the contribution of 
Turkey
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Gaza harbor

http://www.imparalavita.ch/eng/palestine_history.html



GAZA 2015
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GAZA 2015
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13Gaza Strip : looking north



14Gaza Strip : looking south



Overpopulation:                                   
DŀȊŀ {ǘǊƛǇΥ άŀ sea ƻŦ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜέ
нΩомоΩллл inhabitants on 365 km2
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16Gaza Strip : 2024



GAZA STRIP

POPULATION 

DENSITY

Situation 

before October 

13, 2023. 

After the population 

transfer order given by 

Israel on October 13, 

2023 in the districts Noth 

Gaza and Gaza City the 

remaining population is 

very small, while in the 

remaining districts Deir al 

Balah, Khan Younis and 

Rafah the population 

density is around 8,000 

people per square 

kilometer. 
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Gaza Strip

The shortage of 

electricity is 50%
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GAZA- Surface available for living:

365 Km2  Gaza Strip area
-20 Km2 for Israeli security and fence
-10 KM2 for by Israel flooded area
-30 Km2 covered by rubble 
= 300 km2
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Many children in the Gaza Strip are traumatized by Israeli wars and 

bombings, by the difficult living conditions, by the inability to get out 

of the Strip, by the unhealthy water, etc.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBEx2sTqIIs
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Gaza Strip

2/3 of Gazans 

are refugees or 

descendants of 

refugees
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History
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gaza_Strip https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Gaza



Gaza

About 3000 years ago in Palestine 

settled the pugnacious Sea Peoples:

the Phoenicians
who settled along the coast to the north 

(between Beirut and Haifa - today 

Lebanon)

the Philistines
who settled along the south coast 

(between Jaffa and the Sinai)

--------------------------------------------

The JEWS founded

David's Kingdom (970 BC)

and Solomonôs Kingdom (930 BC)

These peoples drive out or mingle with 

the pre-existing population: 

the Canaanite s.

The Phoenicians and the Philistines are 

able to maintain their independence.

Phoeni -

cians

Philistines

Sinai
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The rulers of Palestine

Canaanites         3000 BC - 1468 BC 

Egyptians           1468 BC - 1200 BC

Philistines 1200 BC - 975 BC

Israelites              975 BC - 923 BC

(Jews)

Israelites and       923 BC - 586  BC

Phoenicians  

Assyrian               700 BC - 612 BC

Babylonian           586 BC - 539 BC

Persian 539 BC - 332 BC

Macedonian          332 BC - 63 BC

(Greeks, pagans)

Romans                 63 BC - 636 AD

(Pagans  / Christians)

Arabs                    636 AD - 1260 AD

(muslims)

Crusaders

(Christians)           1039 AD - 1291 AD

Mamluks

(Muslims)              1253 AD - 1516 AD

Ottomans              1516 AD - 1917 AD

(Muslims) 

ééééééééééééé..

British                    1917 AD - 1948 AD

Israeli

Jordans Egyptians   1948 AD - 1967 AD

Israeli                      1967 AD -ééé

(Jews)

Note the continuous change of rulers and religion / culture as well as the 
short rule of the Israelites / Jews.

26



27

From 637 A.D.  Palestine is part of the Islamicworld

Captured by 

Mahomet

Captured in the 

following 100 years

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muslim_history_in_Palestine

Al - Aqsa Mosque, Jerusalem
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Kingdom of 

Jerusalem

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Crusades

Palestine at the time of the Crusaders
About  1000 - 1200  A.D.

Mass 
execution 

in Acre



1253 - 1516
Palestine is dominatedby 
the Mamelukes, islamic

warriors.
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Photo: Ottoman soldiers.      Map: the Ottoman Empire between 1600 and 1700

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman_Empire

Suleiman the 

Magnificent

From 1516 to 1917 Palestine is part of the Ottoman empire
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32Gaza 1839



33Gaza 1850 - 1860

The Great Mosque in Gaza was last destroyed by the Israelis in 2023



Located on Al-Wahda Street in 

downtown Gaza, this imposing 

stone building dates back to the 

Mamluk period (1300 - 1500). It is 

known as Qasr al-Basha because 

Napoleon spent a few nights here 

on his way through the town in 

1799. This mosque, and many 

others, was destroyed in 2023 by 

the Israelis.

The great mosque of Gaza was built 

about 2000 years ago as a pagan temple. 

Around 400 it became a Christian church. 

In 637 it became a mosque and in 1100 

again a Christian temple. in 1178 it 

became a mosque again. From 1228 to 

1244 it was again transformed into a 

Christian church. The Mamluk period 

followed, during which the mosque was 

joined by a Christian church. In 1799 

Napoleon passed through it and in 1994 

Yasser Arafat declared it the first territory 

freed from the Israeli occupation.

Gaza - The great Mosque
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In 1839 the Turkish Ottoman 

Empire starts the modernization of 

the country, including Palestine.
35

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottoman_Empire

1914 - The Turkish Ottoman Empire 
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The invitation to the first 

congress (with Wailing wall)The contribution certificate

1897
Basel, the first Zionist congress .                        

The Zionists decidet to create 

in Palestine a State for the Jews.

Basel

Basel

Theodor Herzl

The book of Theodor Herzl

The Jewish State



The promisedland
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Greater Israel 

according to Herzl :                                                                  

from the Nile to the 

Euphrates

Greater Israel         

(Eretz Israel) 

according to the 

modern Zionists

(Paris,1919)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Promised_land
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Gaza in 1898
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1916 - A delegation of the Ottoman Parliament visiting Gaza
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Sykes

Picot

HAIFA

1916 - The (secret)              
Sykes-Picot 
agreement

With this secret agreement, England and France 

divide up the Middle East. This agreement must be 

considered  in the context of the British colonial 

policy for the Middle East and the race for oil that 

became a strategic asset following World War I.

In 1934 the Kirkuk - Haifa oil pipeline was built, through Transjordan and 

Palestine to Haifa where refining and embarkation for England took place.

A R A B I A

England

France
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1917

The British government  

declares itself favourable to the 

establishment in Palestine of a  

« national home » for the Jews.  

Condition: nothing shall be 

done which may prejudice the 

civil and religious rights of the 

non -Jewish communities in 

Palestine. 

Lord Balfour

The Balfour 

Declaration 

was the price 

that Britain 

paid to the 

Zionists for 

having 

convinced 

the US to 

enter the war 

against 

Germany

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balfour_Declaration

The Balfour Declaration
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December 1917 

The City of 

Jerusalem

surrenders to 

the British.

1917 - 1918   
British troops conquer 

Palestine.                            
1922 - 1948 Gaza is 
part of the British 

Mandate for Palestine

British troops

led by general

Allenby enter 

Jerusalem



431917 ςGaza after the attack of the British troops
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England sends Samuel Herbert , 

Liberal, Jew, Zionist , secretary of Lord 

Balfour and inspirator of  the Balfour 

declaration as first Commissioner to 

Palestine.1920 Designation of Samuel Herbert               

Commissioner for Palestine 1922 Session of the League of Nations

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Remo_conference      http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herbert_Samuel       http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Mandate_of_Palestine

1922 

After the Conference of San Remo in 
1920, the League of Nations (precursor 
of the UN) entrusts Great Britain with 

the administration of Palestine

Samuel Herbert ,  the 

guardian angel of the Zionists.



Gaza in 1925
Palestine is under British mandate
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Gaza city, 1943
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Gaza in in 

the 60ôes

The Gaza Strip 

is a Egyptian 

protectorate
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