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PPS Solicitors: Palestinian Prisoners Situation at the Brink of Explosion 
 
GAZA, November 5, 2003 (IPC + PPS) - - Solicitors of the Palestinian Prisoner Society (PPS), who visited a number of concentration and detention camps inside Israel, warned that the situation inside Israeli jails is going to explode owing to the dire conditions that threaten the Palestinian prisoners’ lives, a PPS press release mentioned on Tuesday.
 
Negev Detention Camp
Faten Al Ausseibi, a solicitor of the PPS met with 10 of the 1250 Palestinian prisoners being held in the Negev desert detention camp, whom grumbled from the Israeli authorities’ suppressive measures, including the denial of foodstuffs access during the holy month of Ramadan. 
 
The prisoners said that a number of trucks carrying clothes and foodstuffs have been prevented from reaching the detention camp and unload its cargos, in spite of the previous approval of the prison administration. 
 
In the press release, which was published on this issue, it pointed out to the shortage of foodstuffs and the Palestinian prisoners harsh need to be supplied with food, as the number of prison population has been rising, in light of the bad and insufficient rations provided to the prisoners.  
 
As many as 130 Palestinian prisoners became sick and suffer a lack of medications and some of them are in need of surgery. 
 
The PPS reported that about 900 Palestinians "administrative detainees" (Palestinians imprisoned without charges or legal trial) are still being held inside the Negev detention camp, 40% of them had their incarceration periods renewed for the third time. The number of minors serving a six month administrative detention reached 50. 
 
Deportation 
The Palestinian prisoners voiced their concern over the Israeli policy to banish several "administrative detainees" to Gaza Strip; they felt that the fate of the "administrative prisoners" get in the choppy unknown in the shadow of the absence of obvious laws determining the prisoner's fate. 
 
The Israeli military appeal court in Negev offered the prisoners to be deported outside their residence for 2 to 3 years but such offer was always rejected by the prisoners, PPS reported.
 
Ahmed Jarar, 20, a resident of Jenin and an "administrative prisoner" for six months was arrested on September 20, 2003 accounted that the Israeli judge offered him to be deported but he refused. 
 
The prisoners met by lawyer Al Ausseibi, named Ferass Musalem, 31, of Nablus City, suffered a deteriorated heath conditions because of severe pummeling by his Israeli wardens, Mohammed Abu Seif, 16, of Jenin, suffering pains in his left eye and no treatment has been offered to him yet, Mahmoud E’lyan, 28, from Abu Dees neighborhood in occupied East Jerusalem, Mohammed E’rouk, 25, of Jenin City wounded with shrapnel in his head, left foot, left hand and left eye and requires a surgery to take out the shrapnel, and Muhannad Samah,19, from Tulkarem. 
 
Additionally, Muhannad Abu Mweias, sentenced for extra six months and his fitness is very nicked  because he had donated his kidney and liver to his brother, Mohammed Abu Mweais, 20, of Jenin, afflicted with rheumatism, sentenced for 33 months in prison. Mahmoud Alawna, 32, of Jenin, he barely hears due to his ill ears and Ahmed Jarar, 20, of Jenin, was beaten up severely in Hewara detention camp when he had been arrested and sentenced for six months of "administrative detention". Jarar vehemently refused to be deported for three years by the Negev military court. 
 
 
Salem Detention Camp
A handful of the Palestinian prisoners who were being held in Salem detention camp told PPS lawyer Nezar Mahajna that they have been in a bitter need for clothes and winter blankets owing to the sever shortage. 
 
The prisoners are being held in Salem detention nagged of their dire conditions as they could not mange to go the to the bathrooms after 10:00 PM, obliging them to evacuate the stool in barrels inside their cell. 
 
And, they made a complaint of the unwholesome food, the overcrowded cells and the dire covers that eventually caused mycosis not to mention the shortage of medication. 
 
Hewara Detention Camp
Adnan Abu Lalia, a lawyer of the Society met with eight Palestinian prisoners being held in Hewara detention camp, which holds 52 Palestinian prisoners. 
 
The prisoners told the lawyer that the Israeli wardens harshly maltreated them. The prisoners were completely undressed after being taken out of their cells at midnight, then afterwards their hands were cuffed to a chair and a miserable interrogation is exerted on them. They added that such provocative process happens repeatedly. They made complaints to the prison administration but it fell on deaf ear. 
 
The food rations provided to the prisoners are insufficient and unfit. Since the start of the holy month of Ramadan, the prison administration brought the breakfast meal at 8:00 am that means 3 hours after the fast breaking hour, the prisoners indicated. 
 
Al Muskobyia Detention Center
Ma’moun Al Hashim, the lawyer of PPS, raised concerns about the case of the Palestinian prisoner Mohammed Fahmi Al Faroukh of Silwan neighborhood in Jerusalem, who is being held in Al Maskoubyia detention center, after the latter filed a lawsuit because he was liable to be pummeled and under menace by the collaborators with Israel held in the same cell.  
 
Al Faroukh accounted that one of the collaborators was holding a broken cup of glass and tried to wound his neck while another one cuffed his hand behind his back, compelling him to acknowledge under the threats of killing.
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UN ‘strongly protests’ Israel’s use of Palestine refugee school as detention centre 
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26 August 2004 – The main United Nations agency helping Palestine refugees has strongly protested Israel’s use of one of its schools as a detention and interrogation centre for hundreds of suspects, calling it “a flagrant violation of UN privileges and immunities.” 

The UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) said Israeli military forces broke into its girls’ school in Askar Refugee Camp in the West Bank on Tuesday. This was not the first such abuse of the agency's humanitarian installations in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, with at least 10 schools having previously been occupied. 

“In all these cases, the Agency has also protested to the Israeli authorities, but without result, as the most recent violation reflects,” it added. 

“It is unacceptable that the Israeli Army persists in using UNRWA installations for rounding up and interrogating Palestinians despite our repeated calls on them to cease this practice,” the agency’s Director of Operations in the West Bank, Anders Fange, said. “All the explanations given by the Israeli military as to why they use UNRWA installations for these purposes disregard the fact that they violate international legal norms.” 

In a related development, the New York-based Bureau of the UN Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People has expressed “grave concern at the systematic violation of the rights of Palestinian prisoners” in Israeli prisons, where over 3,000 detainees, including hundreds of ailing prisoners, are now on hunger strike. 

“The prisoners are routinely subjected to inhumane conditions of incarceration, including arbitrary and indiscriminate beatings, humiliating strip searches, solitary confinement for excessive periods of time, and severe restrictions on family visits,” it said in a statement. “The Bureau is particularly distressed by reports of continued use of torture and other forms of ill-treatment of the detainees.” 

Noting that it had repeatedly called upon Israel to abide by its obligations under the Fourth Geneva Convention, the Agency called urged the government to heed the strikers’ demands and “ensure that the detainees, including women and children, are treated in a humane manner, that proper detention conditions are immediately established and basic human rights restored.” 

More than 7,000 Palestinians from the occupied Palestinian territory, including East Jerusalem, have been detained by Israeli army or police for political reasons, including well over 300 child detainees and over 100 women, the bureau said. 

