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The Whole World Saw Israeli Settlers Burn Hawara
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The violent rampage by hundreds of settlers in the West Bank Palestinian to of Hawara, in the wake of the terror attack in which Hillel and Yagel Yaniv, residents of the Har Bracha settlement, were murdered, went on for more than five hours. 

Hundreds of settlers hurled rocks and torched homes and vehicles. A 37-year-old man was shot dead and around 100 people were injured. “They entered everywhere possible, they torched houses and vandalized cars,” Abed al-Rahman, a Hawara resident, told Haaretz. He said some of the attackers carried guns and some threw Molotov cocktails at homes. “From inside the houses we heard only shouting. Many families ran outside for fear of being burned alive,” he said. 

Make no mistake about the identity of the rioters. Yesh Atid MK Yoav Segalovitz got it right when he said, “These aren’t people who went crazy, they are backed by politicians.” This is not a matter of interpretation. This is what MK Zvika Fogel of Otzma Yehudit saw fit to say Monday in response to the pogrom: “The deterrent effect ... in the wake of what you call ‘pogroms’ had not been obtained by Israel since Operation Defensive Shield in Judea and Samaria.” Asked if he was pleased by the results of the rioting, he replied, “I am very pleased, even, because in Hawara they understood that there is a balance of terror that the Israel Defense Forces is not achieving at the moment.” 

Remember these remarks the next time a “fully right” person says the words “deterrence” and “governability.” This is exactly what they mean. “In any place where terrorists come out to kill me, yes, I want to see that place burn. Burn metaphorically,” Fogel said by way of explaining his vision of governability. Indeed, the whole world saw Hawara burn. Not metaphorically. 

National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir also said he “understands the feelings” of the rioters. Although he went through the formality of saying “This is not the way,” he left no doubt as to his true feelings about what transpired. An avowed Kahanist, he is surely very familiar with the lyrics to the song, “May Your Village Burn.”

Troublingly, the IDF and the police also appeared to have lost control of events Sunday and were unable to stop the pogrom. This is of grave concern, since the events in the Nablus area could very possibly ignite a wider clash in the West Bank, about which the defense establishment has long been warning. 

And all this is happening when Israel’s government is headed by a criminal defendant who is being controlled by unbridled nationalist and racist extremists. A government that instead of looking after the security of its citizens and of the subjects under its control is dismantling democracy, setting the region on fire and undermining the foundations of the state.

The above article is Haaretz’s lead editorial, as published in the Hebrew and English newspapers in Israel.
